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1 Everyone celebrating their success in creating
a Makerspace in English
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With the exclusive development of STEM in education
and e-learning in YKH, students have been exposing
themselves to an array of science and information
technologies while language teachers have been
responsible for providing them with language input and
helping them to present their findings and thoughts in
a vivid and effective manner. These focuses are in line
with the major renewed emphasis of the EDB, which
finds collaboration with us worthy of building. For the
past few years, we were grateful to have been given
the opportunities to join the annual teacher secondment
exercise and participate in the Seed projects of the bureau
to implement various curriculum innovations that will meet
the educational challenges of the new millennium. We
are pleased to see that both the students’ learning and
teachers’ professional capability are maximized.
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Experience sharinglonlsecondmentlexercise

Sharing session on using e-learning in English

Joining the secondment exercise gave me an
invaluable opportunity to understand more about
curriculum documents and reforms. | viewed
curriculum matters from the perspective of both
an EDB officer and a frontline teacher, which
demonstrated how learning and teaching could
be better aligned and strengthened. Thanks to
the strong professional support from the bureau, |
had the courage to test new curriculum initiatives
with my panel members using the most up-to-date
teaching insights. These insights also benefited the
students of YKH becuase the majority of them are
eager to improve their English while using these new

(MrHo Chun)Yip]

Taking part in the secondment exercise was an eye-
opening experience as | have gained knowledge
of curriculum refinement and reform. Having faced
many educational reforms, schools have had to
infuse the major renewed emphasis into their
existing curriculum, thus revamping their teaching
content and approach to incorporate the changes.
My role was to help the panel heads take the
lead, and test new teaching arrangements. | also
assisted in professional development workshops
with other schools, where we collaborated to create
new teaching materials, and observed as well as
evaluated each other’s lessons. | am truly grateful
for having had this experience.

effective strategies helped accomplish this. By utilising the skills and expertise taught to me, | have become
equipped with the knowledge necessary to cope with the unprecedented changes that have occurred, which
allowed me to help my students improve. This meant a lot to me because seeing the growth of my students

and the English panel was the best reward.
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This project began early in the 2019/20 school year
with all S1 teachers and the NET after having recieved
training from the NET Section and the Operation Solnno
Team of the Hong Kong Polytechnic University. The
Design Thinking phases (empathise, define, ideate,
prototype and test) together with four thinking routines
(‘Parts, Purposes, Complexities’; ‘Parts, People,
Interactions’; ‘Think, Feel, Care’; and ‘Imagine If’)
were the foci of the project, and provded students with
opportunities to work with others, to think positively, and
to efficiently solve problems.

Inter-class Testing of Board Games created by This year, the project was infused into the current S.1
students English curriculum, teaching the students the thinking
routines one-by-one while giving them opportunities
to apply the routines to different tasks. Throughout the process, students were introduced to and practised
new vocabulary, target grammar items, and sentence structures, while applying these to a variety of topics.
Students kept track and recorded their discoveries in a Makerspace handbook we had created. At the end of
the project, to demonstrate their understanding of Design Thinking, students created their own board games
as the ultimate productions.

OOOOOOOOOO OO OO OO OO Y

Introducing Makerspace and Design Thinking is an
investment in learning and instruction as it teaches
students how to master the thinking routines and use
them independently. We believe that the integration
of Makerspace into the English teaching programme
g bridges the gap between language learning and reality
by focusing on discovering solutions to real problems,
which gives rise to the provocation of ideation,
creativity, and it encourages collaboration and problem-
solving, thus simulatneously increasing students’
intrinsic motivation to learn English. The above
mentioned outcomes facilitate and equip students with

X ) A training workshop by the NET Section and
essential 21st Century skills. the Operation Solnno Team of the Hong Kong
Polytechnic University
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The Education Bureau of HKSAR (EDB)
launched the Fourth Strategy on Information
Technology in Education in 2015. By using IT in
education, it aims to enhance the effectiveness
of learning and teaching, classroom interaction,
students’ ability in self-directed learning,
problem-solving and collaboration.

For the past four years, our school has been
integrating e-learning into the design of learning,
teaching and assessment activities that act to
complement the traditional mode of learning.

This has proved to enhance learning and  English teachers disseminated good practices with
teaching effectiveness, as well as accommodate teachers from other schools

the diverse needs of our students.

The English Language Department currently
instructs language learning and teaching
through the flexible use of electronic media
such as digital resources and communication
tools. We use various classroom response
systems and A.l. platforms not only to develop
students’ literacy skills, but also to help
motivate and facilitate students’ self-directed
learning.

On top of that, we have participated in the
Education Centre of Excellence (CoE) Scheme
for a couple of years. During these years,
we have conducted school visits and offered on-site support to other schools on pedagogical,
technological as well as managerial issues related to the implementation of IT in education.
We also plan and organise professional development programmes, online workshops, as well
as webinars to act as platforms where we can share and disseminate the good IT in education
experiences gained through try-out in our school. This helps enrich the experience and knowledge
about Information Technology in Education to teachers in both our school and from other schools.
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