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English activities

Baking Fun with the

When you see the word AquaCafé, what comes to
mind? Do you think of water, because Aqua is Latin for
water, or do you think of coffee because it's a café? It's
actually a bit of both. The AquaCafé has an aquarium
full of fish and you can order coffee and hot chocolate
as well. During the year, however, we decided that this
wasn't enough so we introduced baking. Our students
were taught to bake three different types of food:
cupcakes, cookies and scones.

The cupcake workshops were the first introduction to
baking food for the students. The school invited some
experts to teach our students how to design cupcakes,
what kind of utilities they can use and the ingredients
they need. They ended up creating some cute
Halloween and AquaCafé style cupcakes.

The next baking session focused on baking scones.
Miss Wong shared her expertise with the students and
taught them how to bake the perfect scones. They not
only discovered a new way to bake but also got a taste
of typical British culture.

® Teen Time Recording

Four of our students, Judy Chau (S.1D), Kenneth Yuen
(S.2D), Cherry Lam (S.3C) and Matthew Lo (S.4D) were
very honored to be invited to express their views on
Teen Time — Open Space, a radio programme hosted
by Ms Alyson Hau on RTHK Radio 3. The programme
is a space designated for students all over Hong Kong
to come and share their lives on air. Our students were
happy to be invited there to express their views on
whether there should be cooking lessons at school.
They also got the chance to share how being members
of the English AquaCafé at school has equipped them
with new skills while collaborating with their fellow
students. They have learned how to make coffee, latte
art and desserts while building communication skills.

Judy Chau, Kenneth Yuen, Cherry
Lam and Matthew Lo beaming
over their first visit to the RTHK
headquarters

Aqualafé!

The final introduction to baking
came in the form of making
cookies. The students were taught
how to prepare the dough and
mold it into the forms they wanted.
Once they learnt how, the students
were allowed to let their creativity
shine. Cookies in various shapes were baked and
decorated which made the activity the perfect session
to end the baking year.

cupcakes to life

The students enjoyed the baking
sessions a lot as they learnt many
new skills while being able to be
creative at the same time. They
appreciated the time and effort
the experts and teachers put in
teaching them. Both teachers
and students are
very curious to
know what next
year will hold in
store!

D THCiDa T I
1 articipants baking scones
with Miss Wong

Cookies + Creativity,= Yum!

To the students, it was the first time for them to enter a
radio station, sit inside a recording studio, and speak
into a microphone that would let their voices be heard
by people from different parts of Hong Kong, or even
from around the world. It truly was a once-in-a-lifetime
experience that had boosted their self-esteem. This
experience has fuelled their dreams and led them to
unleash their potential in the future.

On air

0 v Aiywien, Tromm, Jee, S Put s ofers TMEHR
e L ™

Everyone smiling for the final,
memorable shot of the day

Ms Alyson Yau briefing our students
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presenting “Re-tell the Story”

Wiitina: the
“Uban' 9maqmwc¢

How does literature reflect the city and how is the
city's landscape related to the stories that we read?
Having these questions in mind, five S.5 students
attended a reading workshop in early March to
explore the relationship between different urban
settings and the beauty of literature.

The workshop, "Writing the City: Literature and the
Urban Imaginary" was organised jointly by the Hong
Kong Library and the English Department of City
University of Hong Kong. Dr. Klaudia Li commenced
the workshop by telling how Charles Dickens' works
reflected the urban life in London in 19th century
and guided students to think about how they could
describe Hong Kong in their own writing. The second
part of the workshop was a discussion forum led
by the university students. Students had a chance
to explore three pieces of literature from different
perspectives and reflect on how they could improve
their story writing by adopting these strategies.
Students shared their views and feelings towards
the texts and then pictured the city using their own
words. We were grateful to have such an opportunity
to interact with real pieces of literature with students

City: Literature and the

~ from different schools and it was

1 !’\
W2

fruitful and truly inspiring.

Xenia Cheung, S.5D ,

"This was my first time to have CentrSBibrary

a literature lesson. From the lecture, we could
understand how Charles Dickens used his words to
describe the dirty streets and the poverty in the city.
He also used different perspectives in his writing. It is
beneficial to our writing skills."

Jessica Hui, S.5D

a

"I have learnt different rhetorical devices from the
workshop and my writing skills have improved.
| discovered that even a simple and small alley
could become an amazing place in our writing. It all
depends on our imaginations
and how we describe it in
our writing."

"If you are going to get anywhere in life you have to read a

lot of books." So said children's author, Roald Dahl. With
novels like Charlie and the Chocolate Factory, The BFG,
Matilda and James and the Giant Peach amongst many
others, he is a much loved author. So, it is not surprising
that our students chose his works to be the theme of the
English Fun Day at Wong Tai Sin Government Primary
School on 27" April, 2018.

Six groups of four students from S.4D designed games
based on themes from Dahl's books for children. These
games were interesting, educational and creative. P.5
and P.6 students laughed, played and developed their
English reading, speaking and thinking skills as they were
challenged by the games.

Actually, our students were challenged too. Feedback
from the students indicated that they co-operated well
in terms of discussing and designing the games, what

L8

Uu A

Billy .Lam, yvenne
a1, Chris /Iisoi and Yumi_Liu

\

Students enjoying the game

language they should include
in the games and in the
writing up of instructions.
Likewise, there was a need to \
speak to the primary students
in English and explain what
they had to do. They found
the whole exercise very difficult but rewarding in the end.

'3 Super Animal Models"™®

Their teacher, Ms. Chan, said, "The students enjoyed the
activity of creating and presenting the games so much
that given the chance, they would take up another game
booth activity. Actually, they will have the chance on 5"
July, 2018 with students from St. Patrick Primary School."

As Roald Dahl said, "Our children are marvelous ...
and happy, and | like to think that all my storytelling has
contributed a little bit to their happiness."

All the S.4 participating students and teachers
celebrating their success

Jac k‘\k.bm and Alice W ong, 1}111()(111(111;,

Studc’l_lts altendinggthegreading
workshop, 1lrlhuuH()ng Kong




Wesley becoming a volunteer

Do you want to be a volunteer? Volunteers are people
who help needy people without getting paid. In my
opinion, there are a lot of advantages of being a volunteer;
such as having work experience, improving your social
and communications skills, learning to be independent,
knowing more about the needy people in society and
understanding what their needs are. | would like to talk
about the advantages of becoming a volunteer.

First of all, becoming a volunteer helps improve your social
and communication skills. You will meet different kinds
of people, like your volunteering teammates, the people
who are not as fortunate as you, as well as the disabled.
You will have opportunities to communicate with these
people. You may ask why improving communication skills
is important. The reason is that you will work with a wide
variety of people in companies in the future. Therefore, it is
important that you know how to deliver your ideas clearly
to others and listen to others' opinions patiently.

Furthermore, you will also learn to be independent. This
means that you need to work alone and take care of
yourself. You may need to solve problems on your own

S.3D Cheung Wang Hei

as well. In the future, there will still
be a long way to go, but you cannot
depend on your parents. They will
not live with you for your whole life.
As a result, being a volunteer is a
good chance to help you experience
independence. Sometimes, you may
meet the worst situations and you
can only solve the problems in your
own way.

Moreover, the experience that you gain from being a
volunteer could also brush up your knowledge. You will
learn more about what is happening in society, instead of
staying at home and playing computer games the whole
day. This is also a chance for you to have more exposure
to society and get to know more about social issues. You
will know more about the needy people and understand
what their needs are.

In conclusion, becoming a volunteer brings a lot of
advantages. So, would you consider becoming a
volunteer?

Three places in the world I would like to see

Good morning principal, teachers
and fellow schoolmates. Today,
I'm going to talk about three
places in the world | would like to
see.

B

The first destination is Japan.
I've never been to Japan but |
have always wanted to go there
since everyone says that Japan
is a good place to travel. Also,
| have seen a wide variety of
videos about some interesting places you must travel to in
Japan. There are a lot of delightful delicacies for example,
Japanese black cattle, Queen crab, etc. Of course, there
are some popular local dishes you must try when you are
in Japan, such as ramen and sushi. These are the most
popular as these are the greatest dishes from Japan. The
most important is that there is a lot of wonderful culture,
such as anime, cosplay, etc. Moreover, you might not know
but there are many special things you can see in Japan, for
example, maidservant cafés, robot hotels and Disney Sea.
Above all, the buildings and houses are arranged regularly
which makes the whole city beautiful. Also, many houses of
older days are well preserved. It is definitely worthwhile for
one to spend a few minutes strolling around, to get to know
the traditions and livelihood of ancient Japan.

| o b |
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After that, | would like to talk about the second place that |
want to travel. This is a place that we all know about. It is a
popular place in Asia. It is Taiwan. Taiwan is one of the most

famous places for tourists to take a trip because there are
a lot of special and distinctive cultural practices that attract
tourists. What is the most popular thing in Taiwan? It must
be the night markets! Everyone knows that, including tourists
from America or even Europe. You can see how popular
Taiwan is. You can find night markets all over the island
in almost every city. There are various Taiwanese snacks
sold at night markets. Visitors to a Taiwanese night market
should not miss out on stinky tofu. Stinky tofu is made from
soy milk just like cheese is made from cow's milk. It is a very
popular ingredient in Chinese cooking. Sometimes you will
smell something very strange when you are walking around
the streets of Taiwan. It is a smell that often puzzles foreign
tourists. Stinky tofu is pungent because it has been left in
a brine of fermented milk and other ingredients such as
vegetables and meat for up to several months.

Lastly, the third place is China. There are more than 56
ethnic groups inside Mainland China, so people have
different dining habits in different districts. The most popular
food in China is dim sum. Dim sum is also called "dessert",
"pastry" or "light refreshments" in China and it includes
various types of food, such as pudding, ice cream, fruit,
cheese, pancakes and so on. Dim sum is very delicious. It is
popular among Chinese people, especially among children,
and almost every woman who has children in China can
more or less make at least one kind of dim sum.

Have you been to these places before? If you have, | would
like to hear from you. That's all for my sharing. Thank you.



Happy Times Bakery
What makes Happy Times Bakery so popular

Happy Times Bakery is an old local bakery. It has been in
Wang Tau Hom Estate for almost fifty years. It is open from
6 a.m. to 8 p.m. They bake fresh bread three times a day.
Also, they provide a wide variety of traditional baked goods,
for example, sausage buns, pineapple bins and egg tarts.
They sell not only bread but also gluten-free rice rolls, Chiu-
chao style dumplings and siu mai. The prices are reasonable
and the taste is better than those from chain stores. Wang
Tau Hom is an old community, so the prices are important for
customers. They think this bakery is convenient to them and
they have good relationship with the staff. Although the shop
is simple, it doesn't affect the taste and quality of its bread.

Why Happy Times Bakery should stay

The bakery has created job opportunities for our community.
The employees also live in Wang Tau Hom. They offer warm
welcome to old customers. Besides, the shop and the bread
are collective memories for the community. This is the local
culture to be passed on to future generations. It fits in the
community very well.

S.5D Chan Cheuk Ting

Once | saw a little girl choose some
bread but she forgot to bring her purse.

A member of staff gave out the bread for
free. It was a little thing that made me
feel extremely warm. If it happened at a
chain store, that girl would probably get f
nothing for her breakfast. Happy Times
should stay.

How we can help to save Happy Times

| believe that the neighborhood is willing to help. We can think
of some ideas or help the shop to modernize. We should
also continue to support Happy Times by shopping there
more. That can encourage the shop to persist. We should
also publicize the case on social platforms and we may get
some unique solutions. We can also advise the bakery to
accept digital payment because it is more convenient. We
must remember that there are a lot of local and traditional
shops facing similar crisis. We also need to tell big investors
what kinds of shops we need since old shops are part of our
local culture. If we do this, we may succeed in saving Happy
Times. It is worth trying.

2
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An unforgettable experience at the Tokyo International Youth Camp

Background

| attended an international youth
camp in Tokyo last summer. At first,
| didn't want to take part in any
activities during summer holiday,
because | wanted to get some
workplace experience through
working in a fast food shop. Also, |
wanted to earn some pocket money.
Nevertheless, my class teacher, Mr.
Chan, invited me to join an international camp. | asked my
classmates for more details. They told me that there was a
quota of only one student for each school. | suddenly thought
that | should not miss that chance, especially as | also heard
that | might run into participants from over 60 countries. | was
so excited to hear about that. | am an extroverted person and
| could not wait to meet new friends from different countries.
Therefore, | said yes to Mr. Chan and took part in the
exchange camp for a week.

Life at camp

We had team games on the first day. We first settled down
in the campsite, and then we started the games. Since we
didn't know each other, having team games was suitable for
all of us. Through the games, we started to make some new
friends. This activity helped us adapt to the life in the camp.
Besides the games, we also had lessons at Tokyo University
to experience the local learning atmosphere. | remembered
that in one of the science lessons, | combined two special

S.5D Leung Hoi Him
liquid and formed a solution with a beautiful colour. The
professor praised me and said that | was full of potential in
Chemistry. There were other activities too, like International
Cultural Nights and different excursions, so that we could
experience the local culture. They were all fun and inspiring.

Meeting new friends

| made some new friends at the international youth camp.
| met a Japanese girl called Natsuki. | first met her during
the team games. She was a bit shy, so | picked some topics
and started talking to her. Then, we became friends. To our
surprise, we also won in one of the games that required good
communication among the group. At the Cultural Night, we
spent time with each other and we talked about many things,
like our culture and our school life. On the third day of the
camp, we went to a traditional Japanese restaurant to learn
how to make Japanese dishes. | am not good at cooking and
so | failed to make a proper sushi roll. Luckily, Natsuki is good
at cooking, so she came and helped me. | was so happy that
someone saved me from that trial. Finally, we made a perfect
sushi roll together. Since then, she often sends me her own
recipes through e-mails. | think she is one of the most unique
girls that I've ever met.

This was the most enjoyable and memorable summer camp
that I've ever joined. I've not only learnt about Japanese
culture and customs, but also met some new friends too. The
programme this year is about to start. | hope all of you can
consider taking part in the camp. This is truly a once-in-a-
lifetime experience.
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